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June 29, 2014
God at the Movies: Transformers
We are loved by God and worth dying for.

Sermon prayer – 9:55am

BumperIn – Trailer (3min)  
· 

The Human Problem  (7min)
· Summarize plot – 4 years after TF3, humans are hunting down Transformers and selling them to bad guys – who are making new ones, and have found a new element (“Transformium” – corny).  Lots of bad guys in the government, and who have too much money, and even bigger bad guys – Transformer Creators who want to take back (destroy) the Transformers and take away their free will.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Mark Wahlberg is a single father who collects junk, and he finds Optimus Prime – who is in hiding because of the hunt, and does not believe in humans anymore – he saved the planet and they still hunt him down.  Many ask again and again to fight for humans – but the question comes up – are the humans worth fighting for?  Are the humans worth saving?
· Story goes all over the world, and lots of big fights and stuff blowing up – but I want to ask that question.
· *Are humans worth saving? 
· Some people answer – probably no.
· Some answer – yes.
· What do you think? …
· *God’s answer – YES. And thankfully it is not up to us! 
· *John 3:16 (p.811) – For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.
· God loves us.  We mess up and we are punished.  God loves us – we are worth dying for – not because of anything good we have done, but because of His love.


Loved by God (10min)
· Judgment and Real Love
· *Noah – another movie this year that asked this question – are humans worth saving?
· The filmmakers looked at the character of Noah.  Abraham pleaded for Sodom, but Noah does not – does that mean he did not care for those around him?  They brought this tension into the film.
· They changed the Bible – and put the decision to wipe out humanity in the hands of Noah.  Which meant killing his own grandchild – disturbing.  Didn’t work as a plot or movie.
· Even worse – it changed the presentation of the character of God – in the Bible God is sad He made humans when He sees all of their wickedness – and how every thought is selfish and evil (Genesis 6:5-6).  God chooses to punish humans with a flood – yet it is God’s choice to save Noah and his family – God does not give up on humans or His plan for creation.
· *God chooses to love us in the midst of our evil choices.
· It was not Noah’s choice – it was God’s choice to save.  God loves us.
· *God does not turn a blind eye to evil – there is punishment and judgment.  Judgment is part of love.
· *John 3:17-21 – 17God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.  There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son. 19And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. 20All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. 21But those who do what is right come to the light so others can see that they are doing what God wants.
· *Two kids at home fighting in front of parents – one winds up and punches the other in the chest.  The parents don’t say, “It’s ok; this is a judgment free zone.” They care about the hurt child they love; they care about the child who hit and can’t control anger – and about his future and how he or she deals with anger.
· God cares that we are hurt by others – judgment.
· God cares that we are hurting others – consequences.  
· We judge ourselves in rejecting God. Judgment is part of not loving God – it ruins our lives.  
· *God never stops loving us.
· Romans 5:8 (p.860) – But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.
· 6When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. 7Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. 8But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 9And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 10For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son. 11So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.
· Next verses talk about how He died while we were enemies – to make us friends of God – a life to celebrate!
· We are loved.
· God was watching over you as you slept, knows the hairs on your head, knows your fears and worries and whispers to you through the day saying, “I am here.”  
· God is with you even when you are not thinking about Him – sending you people to encourage you and lift you up, calling you to His Word and prayer, loving you even through the stress of the day – love.  God loves the people who you are mad at and who make your life hard, and God loves you.
· God is with you as you eat, work out, get ready for bed, talk to loved ones, and fall asleep.  God is talking to you even if you don’t say a prayer at night – but He wants you to – because He loves you.  We are loved.
· Are we worth saving?  YES – not because of what we do, but because of His love.
· *His love gives ultimate worth.
· THINK about that – where do you find your worth? …
· When I was younger I was so proud of my grades and sports accomplishments, and even put a lot into my looks.  I was competitive and wanted to be the best and didn’t like losing.  I would not have said it, but I found a lot of my worth in these things – because I had them all!   When I gave my life to Christ, things began to change.  I spent a lot more time in the Bible and prayer – I absorbed God’s love for me.  I came to realize how short I fell of God’s love and Christ’s blood – but He died for me anyway.  I had to accept that I was not good enough and did not deserve His love based on my actions.  He died because He loves me – and that changed my worth.  
· As I absorbed more and more of His love (and I grew up in a loving home and in church – but this was different), I got less competitive – and wanted to see others “win” and participate.  I started helping more people out in school.  My looks are still there, of course.   
· As I soaked up more and more of God’s love I was able to really examine my life and find areas to grow.  I was able to focus on my weaknesses because I knew I was loved no matter what. I became able to tell others where I was struggling and ask for help – because my worth was not in what others thought, but in Jesus alone – He is the only opinion I care about.
· Jesus loves me.  He has grown more and more in me a love for others – to start to (a little) love like He loves others – even through pain, even when rejected.  To love with boundaries and truth and say the hard things.  To love through the hard times and work for Jesus together.


Worth Dying For (7min including story above)
· Galatians 2:20 (p.891) – 20My old self has (I have) been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21I do not treat the grace of God as meaningless. For if keeping the law could make us right with God, then there was no need for Christ to die.
· Paul was changed by the love of Christ.  Paul responded to that GRACE and loved Christ, and was willing to sacrifice, and love God and others.
· The response to evil in the world – God’s love – accepted by us, changing us, living in us.

· *See the world through God’s grace and love (and some habits).
· *Respond to God’s love with full devotion.
· Soak up His love regularly – in the Bible and prayer.
· Worship with all you are – express it!
· Consider journaling, or having times of silence with God.
· *See yourself with God’s love – He gives you ultimate worth.
· Have reminders in your life of God’s love for you – verses, etc.
· Mentally take your trophies and throw them away – your worth is in Him.
· Spend time alone with God – your worth isn’t about other people – but His love.  Time in creation is especially helpful.
· Examine your life and go through the dark areas of your soul – for God to shine His light and change you.  1-2 things to work on intentionally.
· *Love others and share God’s love with them – Jesus changes life.
· Forgive others – truly.  And accept the forgiveness of others.
· Share your shortcomings with others (confession), and be authentic.
· Don’t live to please people – but love them.  Say what needs to be said.
· Share the love of Christ with people, invite them to church, pray for them, care for them.


Punch – The Net (5min)
· During the building of the Golden Gate Bridge over San Francisco Bay, construction fell badly behind schedule because several workers had accidentally fallen from the scaffolding to their deaths. Engineers and administrators could find no solution to the costly delays. Finally, someone suggested a gigantic net be hung under the bridge to catch any who fell. Finally in spite of the enormous cost, the engineers opted for the net. After it was installed, progress was hardly interrupted. A worker or two fell into the net but were saved. Ultimately, all the time lost to fear was regained by replacing fear with faith in the net. Richard Baxter, The Free Gift. (sermonillustrations.com, “Grace, God’s”)
· Fear was replaced with faith – and they were free.
· God’s love sets us free – our worth comes from His love.  Live that!
· We are loved by God and worth dying for.


Been a fun series – plan on it again next year!  Next week = Jesus!!

Close in prayer.


BumperOut: Have you accepted God’s love for you?  Do you find your ultimate worth in His love alone?








GOD at the Movies – Transformers
June 29, 2014 sermon  
(Sermon focus: We are loved by God and worth dying for.)  
   
Life Group Study Outline (June 29-July 5, 2014)  
   
Main text:  Matthew 18:1-6, 10
 
Supplemental text: Matthew 5:3
  
Discussion focus: Defining our worth from God’s perspectives
   
Icebreaker:   
(Just for fun) If you could be a celebrity or famous person from history, who would you be and why?
  
(Warming up) What is one thing people often say to describe you?
 
   
Discussion questions:  
1. From Matthew 18:1-6 & 10, how does Jesus define a person’s worth?  How is this different from how our society defines greatness and worth?
2. What is Jesus’ encouragement and admonishment about how we are to perceive and respond to each other’s worth as defined by God?
3. What things in your life make it harder for you to define your worth by God’s standards (e.g., other people, family expectations, personal goals, etc.)?
4. What helps you to remember to define your worth by God’s standards and not societal standards (e.g., spiritual habits, verses, choices, etc.)?  How can you grow those things in your life?

Text for further reflection:  Matthew 18:12-14


Suggested prayer focus:  Pray to be able to see yourself as God does and to respond with His love.



“To transform religious and irreligious people into Fully Devoted Followers of Christ.”
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