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December 25, 2016
The Real Mary
Mary’s Justice
Mary had a heart for the outcasts – follow this example and work for justice.

Sermon prayer – 8:55am
· NY Day – 10:00am next Sunday
· Pray series and Kickoff


BumperIn 

Hook – Gift  (3min)
· It really is a gift to be here with this church family.
· This plant, this building, most of all – this church family, the people – what a gift.
· I love following Jesus with all of you!

Prayer


Magnify the Lord: Luke 1:38-56  (p.850)  (20min)

38Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” And then the angel left her.
This is a KEY VERSE.
· I love this verse!!
· Great way to see ourselves.

39A few days later Mary hurried to the hill country of Judea, to the town 40where Zechariah lived. She entered the house and greeted Elizabeth. 41At the sound of Mary’s greeting, Elizabeth’s child leaped within her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42Elizabeth gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary, “God has blessed you above all women, and your child is blessed. 43Why am I so honored, that the mother of my Lord should visit me? 44When I heard your greeting, the baby in my womb jumped for joy. 45You are blessed because you believed that the Lord would do what he said.”
*Jesus brings joy – and insight.
· JB recognizes the embryo of Jesus – that is only a few weeks old!
· Elizabeth realizes that her baby is the Lord – whoa!
· There is JOY with Jesus.

46Mary responded,
“Oh, how my soul praises the Lord.
47How my spirit rejoices in God my Savior!
48For he took notice of his lowly servant girl,
and from now on all generations will call me blessed.
49For the Mighty One is holy,
and he has done great things for me.
*We exist to magnify God.
· This is worship.  Worship is about who God is.
· Tragedy – we magnify ourselves, but can’t – and lose our joy and purpose.
· Known as the Magnificat – from the Latin of the first line of the song: Magnifies the Lord. magnificat anima mea Dominum
· Our worship overflows when we realize how God has transformed us.
· How has God done that for you?

50He shows mercy from generation to generation
to all who fear him.
51His mighty arm has done tremendous things!
He has scattered the proud and haughty ones.
52He has brought down princes from their thrones
and exalted the humble.
53He has filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away with empty hands.
*The real Mary cared about justice.
· Jesus lived out these themes in His ministry.
· Spoke against the rich and powerful.
· Loved the poor and outcasts.
· Overthrew the power structure of the world through the cross and resurrection – and He is still doing that today.

54He has helped his servant Israel
and remembered to be merciful.
55For he made this promise to our ancestors,
to Abraham and his children forever.”
56Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back to her own home.
· Mary knows she is part of the bigger story.
· God is fulfilling the story of Israel, who rejected the Lord but will be brought back.
· God is redeeming the story of humanity, fallen from Him.
· God keeps all of His promises.
*We are part of the story – work for justice with Jesus.
· This is also part of the Christmas story – part of why we feel such a desire to help in this season.


Punch –   (3min)


Close in PRAYER.
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